


CITATION BY PUBLICATION (Termination and Adoption)

	CLERK OF THE COURT
	
	PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY

	(District Clerk), District Clerk
(Address)
	
	(Name)

	
	
	(Address)




THE STATE OF TEXAS

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT:  “You have been sued.  You may employ an attorney.  If you or your attorney do not file a written answer with the clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next following the expiration of twenty days after you were served this citation and petition, a default judgment may be taken against you.”

TO: _________________________

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to appear and answer before the (District), _____________ County, Texas, at the Courthouse of said county in (City), (State), at or before 10 o’clock a.m. of the Monday next after the expiration of 20 days from the date of service of this citation, then and there to answer the petition of ___________________, Petitioner, filed in said Court on the ________________  against__________________, Respondent(s) and said suit being Number ____________________ on the docket of said Court and entitled:
 
	(Style)




the nature of which suit is a request for: ________________________________


Said child/children was/were born: (Name), (DOB)


“The Court has authority in this suit to enter any judgment or decree in the child’s (children’s) interest which will be binding on you, including the termination of the parent-child relationship, the determination of paternity and the appointment of a conservator with authority to consent to the child’s adoption.”

ISSUED AND GIVEN UNDER my hand and seal of said Court at (City), (State), (Date).


								
_________________________, District clerk
							 (District)
							_________________________ County, Texas
	(Seal)


							By ___________________________, Deputy

(Case Number) (District) 
(Style)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Serving _______________________

OFFICER’S RETURN

Came on to hand on the _______ day of ______________________, A.D. 20___ at ________ o’clock _____.m. and I executed the within Citation, by having the same published on the ____ day of _____________________, 20___, in the _____________________________, a newspaper published in ________________________ County, Texas.

I further certify that said Citation was published one (1) time, the publication was at least fourteen (14) days before the return day, and a printed copy thereof is returned herewith.

FEES:
Deliver Citation	$_________

						____________________________________, Officer/Constable/Clerk

						___________________________________________, Printed Name

						________________________________________________, County

						By:_____________________________________________, Deputy 


_______________________________
											Affiant

COMPLETE IF YOU ARE A PERSON OTHER THAN A SHERIFF, CONSTABLE, OR CLERK OF THE COURT.
In accordance with Rule 107: The officer or authorized person who serves, or attempts to serve, a citation shall
sign the return. The return must either be verified or be signed under penalty of perjury. A return signed under penalty of perjury must contain the statement below in substantially the following form: 
“ My name is _______________________, my date of birth is _______________, and my address is
		(First, Middle, Last)			
_____________________________________________________________________________________. 
(Street, City, Zip)
I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT.
Executed in _____________County, State of ______, on the _________day of ___________________________.
	
									______________________________
									Declarant/Authorized Process Server
									______________________________
									(Id # & expiration of certification)





